




Appendix B
Focus Group: Tewin Cowper School Pupils

Present
6 children, Mrs E. King (Head teacher), John Sheridan, Linda Adams, Pat Hedger

General Impressions by the Children

The children all liked living in Tewin for the following reasons: 
• There are two village greens to play on, which were regarded as very important to the children.

• The village environment is quiet.
• The roads are not too busy and are safe for riding bicycles.

• The children enjoy the views, countryside, and the grass in the area.
• They all use the local footpaths and know where they are even if some are muddy 

Children's Pastimes and Activities

The children either participated in or enjoyed the following activities:
Tewin tennis club & the tennis courts,

Brownies,
Church workshops

Bell ringing,
Scarecrow competition,

Tewin Village fête,
Jumble sales,

Carol singing and the Christmas tree on Lower Green,
Tewin Orchard and Nature Reserve.

They were also very involved in the many school activities, including swimming, football, plays, sports, and 
computers.

What The Children Disliked

The children disliked:
• Dog mess in areas where they played.

• Litter.
• Cigarette ends on the ground.

• Older children hanging about and calling names.
• Some cars, which drive too fast through the village.

• Cars parked on paths and causing an obstruction.

What The Children Would Like
Children's wishes included:

• A playground.
• A youth club for different age groups.

• A maze, hopscotch, spirals marked on a new playground.
• Street lighting.

• A footpath to Upper Green and Tewin Stores because of speeding traffic
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3 Why a Tewin Parish Plan?
The need for a Parish Plan in Tewin has come about by the changes and pressures all
villages face in modern life and the essential need and desire of residents of
the Parish to influence and have a greater say in how their village, 
community and environment can be maintained and where possible 
improved.

Once a traditional rural Parish, Tewin today is typical of many other
similar villages on the edge of conurbations, a community that 
continues to enjoy what is left of the rural way of life but 
continually under pressure from creeping urbanisation and change 
of character.

The Parish of Tewin has always enjoyed a close community spirit
despite being spread over a large area, separated by open countryside.
A changing environment inevitably impacts on community spirit and
brings into jeopardy the continuation of friendliness and sense of 
belonging associated with our Parish.

The Tewin Parish Plan survey has shown that most residents wish to preserve the 
traditional character of village life as far as possible as a relief against the inevitable pressures of urbanised
modern living. It is essential therefore the voices and views of the residents have been properly recorded and
made known when the inevitable changes are introduced and considered.  The management of change and 
appropriate consultation are essential features in the process. 

The Parish Plan seeks to address many of the issues facing our Parish and contains the views of the residents;
what’s good and those things where we would wish to see changes and improvements.   It tells us about our
hopes and aspirations for the years to come. Because changes are inevitable it is important the Plan is seen
as a living document, reviewed and updated on a regular basis. It is in a sense a ’first edition’ and the 
foundation upon which subsequent changes and additions can be incorporated.

Tewin Parish Plan has four principal aims:

- To build a stronger community spirit across the whole community.

- To identify aspects of life in our Parish that residents wish to preserve and those they would like to 
- change or improve

- To contribute to the Parish Council’s strategy for the Parish for the next five to ten years and thereby
- strengthen the Council’s mandate and it’s authority with different layers of government and other 
- stakeholders.

- To create the financial and manpower resources-and the enthusiasm-to carry out the plan on a 
- manageable and realistic timescale.

No Parish Plan can tackle all of the issues and concerns the community faces but it can highlight the key
issues and endeavour to put into place the means by which they can be addressed. Equally we must ensure
we do not try to turn the clock back, or become too bogged down in minor irritations.  The challenge 
contained in the plan is to harness community spirit for the benefit of the Parish and for future generations 
to come.

The plan’s success is partly dependent on the willingness of residents of the Parish to volunteer their time, 
energies and skills to make much of the Plan’s aims and actions come to fruition.

Support from the sidelines is most welcome but hoping others will do the work will not be enough. Taking
part will give a sense of enjoyment coupled with the knowledge and satisfaction that it will benefit the wider
community. What is in the Plan is in our hands to take forward and it would be a great opportunity lost if it 
were allowed to sit on the top shelf collecting dust. 

9. Restore Village Shop
10. Provision of drop-in Tea-room

11. Encourage mobile shops to visit Tewin

Following the closure of Tewin Stores in June 2007, the Parish Council facilitated the formation of a Steering Group that
went on to achieve the re-opening as a community run shop in February 2008. The Parish Council also supported the 

Steering Group financially.

The Shop Steering Group has now become an independent body, The Tewin Stores Association, which is already 
encouraging mobile shops to visit, and planning to open a tea room.

Recommendation: The Parish Council will receive occasional reports on progress.

12. Improve Bridleways and Footpaths

The initial analysis of the Parish Plan questionnaire did not provide details of where the problems were perceived to 
be.

Through the “Parish Paths Partnership”, the Parish Council spends around £1200 yearly on maintaining the footpaths and

bridleways. It also liaises with the Hertfordshire County Council Rights of Way Service and the Countryside Management 
Service over improvements to the paths and repairs to gates and stiles.

The Parish Council does try to rectify the worst stretches of footpath surface, but it also recognises that too much 

improvement is not consistent with being a rural parish. 
Recommendation: The Analysis working group (see 1 above) will further analyse the results.

13. Improve Parish Communication

Recommendation:   The Parish Council will include details of the various sources of information in its newsletters 
which are delivered to every house in the parish.

14. Viability of a youth club

Various attempts to run a youth club have been made over the years. New legislation applicable to people working 
with children has made it more difficult.

The Parish Council is now investigating the possibility of  making use of the facilities of existing youth clubs in other 

neighbouring parishes.
Recommendation: The Parish Council will continue this work.

15. Influence Housing Development Recommendations

16. Create a Parish Housing Plan

The Parish Council comments on all planning applications in the Parish.

If there is a significant planning event, then the Parish Council will usually arrange a village meeting to inform every
body.

Although a significant majority of respondents to the questionnaire said that the parish did not need any more 

houses, this is not something that we have control over. It is legitimate to propose developments that fall within the current
planning rules. The Parish Council has adopted a pragmatic position of seeking to ensure that any developments are in 

keeping with the nature and characteristics of the parish. 
Recommendation: To this end, a working group will be formed to consider producing a Village Design Statement to 
indicate to developers and planners what we would like to see as best practice in any new housing in the parish.

17. Review of litter / dog waste requirements and recycling opportunities

The topic of recycling facilities has arisen a number of times in recent years, but there are no obvious sites in the 
village which are easily accessible to the majority, unobtrusive, and accessible by the collection vehicles. With the advent

of household collections of paper, cans, bottles and garden waste the problem has largely solved itself. There are a 
number of litter bins around the parish which are emptied weekly.

There appear to be some conflicting views on the disposal of dog waste.

Recommendation: The Parish Council will determine and publish a policy on dog waste.
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“We are looking forward to 

the new playground”

“Tewin is a village with rural facilities”
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